
    




 

SOME REALITIES WE USUALLY DON’T MENTION 
 

During the month of July our family visited four different congregations:  a congregation on the outskirts of 
Arusha, Babati, Monduli, and Kioga.  George preached in each of these locations, delivering lessons 
designed to encourage and challenge.  Each one of these congregations has its own set of strengths and 
weaknesses.  However, there are some challenges common to just about every congregation in Africa, to a 
greater or lesser degree.  Many of these are related to a long history of various cultural practices, many of 
which are contrary to biblical teaching.   

  
One of the customs most often heard of is the practice of polygamy.  There 
are many different tribes of people throughout Africa, and not all tribes 
practice polygamy.  There may be some tribes that practiced it in the past, but 
now have, for the most part, abandoned the custom. However, the Massai 
tribe is one in which the practice is still very much alive.    
 
Another practice which is still very prevalent in Africa is the practice of 
witchcraft.  Generally speaking, the African population is very superstitious.  
Many villages have traditional healers, who offer special potions, incantations, 

etc. for this or that. To be clear, traditional healers are not individuals who simply practice homeopathy, but 
they are sorcerers who claim supernatural powers, with connections to the spirit world.   
 
On our most recent visit to Kioga, the preacher was relating to George some of the struggles that the 
congregation has been facing.  Some members, when faced with various trials or illnesses, have forsaken 
the church and have returned to traditional healers in hopes for a solution to their problems.  As you can 
see, superstitious thinking is deeply entrenched in the minds of many Africans and unfortunately, these 
beliefs are often clung to even after conversion.  It is very difficult to find out every peculiar belief.  While we 
can teach on certain topics that we know are particularly troublesome, it is often the case that we only learn 
of a person’s misunderstanding when a specific problem has arisen. 
 
Related to the practice of witchcraft are the superstitious ideas regarding albinos.  Albinos in East Africa live 
in constant fear for their lives due to witchcraft activities.  It is alleged that albinos have supernatural power, 
which in turn threatens the local population, including the witch doctors.  Those who subscribe to this belief 
think that if they can access certain body parts of an albino, the power can be transferred to them.  
Tragically, the last two years has seen a significant increase of horrible murder and mutilation incidents. 
 
Even Africans who are not albino, but have lighter skin, are afraid, and not without just cause.  Our own 
brother in Christ, Innocent, who is a graduate of ACSOP and preacher for the Monduli congregation, just 
received the tragic news of his brother’s murder, right here in Arusha.  Innocent’s brother was certainly not 
an albino, but he did have lighter skin than some.  The details of his murder suggest that it is quite possibly 
related to witchcraft.  Innocent and his family need many prayers as they mourn the violent death of a family 
member who was not a Christian.  
 
It is mind-boggling to know how base human beings can become, when God is not present in their lives, or 
ideas about God are grossly distorted from truth.  Evangelism in Africa must include so much more than the 
plan of salvation.  These are just some of the issues we must be ready to deal with when we teach the 
gospel in Africa.           
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 George and Jacob are spending the month of August in Malawi, helping Ed and Lina Crookshank.  Many of you 

may remember that our family spent a month with Ed and Lina in 2006. They’ve had a great need for teachers to 
come and help in their Mobile Bible School program, and George and Jacob have gone to assist them.  They will 
be teaching 5 days a week, teaching and preaching on Sundays, and Jacob will also be teaching in a couple of 
youth seminars. Please keep them in your prayers, as well as the rest of us, who are keeping the home fires 
burning.  
 




  
















 


